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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

The 2018 legislative session concluded on March 8. This year was a short, 
60-day session, and lawmakers were tasked with making small revisions 
to the two-year budget the Legislature approved last year. We also entered 
this session with some unfinished business – namely a permanent solu-
tion to the state Supreme Court’s Hirst decision and the 2017-19 capital 
budget. Thankfully, legislators were able to deliver on both of these during 
the first month of the session. 

In addition to these accomplishments, we were able to make critical 
investments in education, mental health, and affordable housing, we 
avoided unnecessary new taxes, we passed net neutrality legislation that’s 
the first of its kind in the nation, we took steps to address the opioid crisis, 
and much more. 

However, this session was not without its disappointments. With Demo-
crats in control of the governor’s office and the Legislature, we heard more 
fervent calls for new taxes, we failed to bring meaningful property tax 
relief to taxpayers this year, and fought against other policies harmful to 
Washingtonians. 

In this newsletter, we’ll cover some of the hits and misses of the 2018 ses-
sion, as well as other information important to our communities. 

We welcome your feedback, and encourage you to contact us should you 
have any questions, concerns or ideas to improve the 6th Legislative Dis-
trict and Washington state. In order to bring your voices to Olympia, it’s 
important we hear from you. 

Thank you for allowing us to serve you in the state House of 
Representatives! 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Holy    Mike Volz 
State Representative  State Representative 

COMMITTEES:  
• Higher Education  

(Ranking  ublican)
• Public Safety
• Rules

COMMITTEES:
• Appropriations
• Capital Budget
• Education
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OPERATING BUDGET UNSUSTAINABLY GROWS 
STATE SPENDING
Last year, lawmakers approved the 2017-19 operating budget. 
This budget: makes historic investments in our K-12 system, 
aids those providing necessary services to our most vulner-
able populations, makes crucial investments in mental health, 
improves the foster care system, and much more. 

In the 2018 supplemental budget approved in March, the Leg-
islature continued investing in education, mental health, and 
other services. 

Perhaps the greatest highlight from both of these budgets is they 
make these investments without relying on new, unnecessary 
taxes. Throughout the biennium, the governor and Democrats 
have championed a capital gains income tax, a carbon tax, and 
even a tax on sugar-sweetened beverages. 

Although these investments are good, they unsustainably grow 
state spending to 16 percent over the previous budget. That’s 
roughly a 30 percent increase over four years. This drastic 
increase in spending, which is heavily dependent on one-time 
revenue sources and other budget gimmicks, is simply unsus-
tainable and is growing at a rate much greater than our families’ 
personal incomes.

HISTORIC INVESTMENTS IN K-12 EDUCATION
Budget negotiations the past two years have centered on the 
state Supreme Court’s McCleary case, in which the court ruled 
the state was failing to meet its constitutional obligation to fully 
fund education. Since the original ruling in 2012, the Legisla-
ture has made historic investments in K-12 education. It now 
represents more than 50 percent of the operating budget since 
the 1980s. 

In September, the state Supreme Court issued their latest 
order in the McCleary case. The good news: The court essen-
tially endorsed the K-12 education-funding solution (House 
Bill 2242) the Legislature passed last year as a constitutionally 
compliant policy. The bad news: They don’t think the policy is 

being implemented fast enough, and ordered the Legislature to 
ensure the policy would be fully implemented by the 2018-19 
school year. Lawmakers took steps to meet the court's demands 
during the 2018 session, and now we're awaiting the court's 
final ruling.

PROPERTY TAX RELIEF APPROVED FOR 2019
The supplemental operating budget also provided $390 million 
in state property tax reductions for 2019. For a $300,000 home, 
that amounts to getting about $90 back. Republicans offered 
proposals that would have provided meaningful relief this year, 
but they were rejected by the majority party. 

While some relief is better than none, unless you live in the 
Puget Sound area, it’s unlikely you’ll see significant relief next 
year, if at all. Since a new biennial budget will be written before 
this kicks in, there’s no guarantee lawmakers won’t take back 
this scant relief next year.

CAPITAL BUDGET FUNDS LOCAL PROJECTS 
The 2017-19 and 2018 supplemental capital budgets the Legis-
lature approved this year prioritized our schools, and provided 
much-needed funding for our mental-health institutions and 
housing. They also funded a number of local infrastructure 
projects, including:

• $515,000 for the Airway Heights Recreation Complex;

• $345,000 for predesign work on a new engineering building 
at Eastern Washington University;

• $3 million for vaults, a secondary road and an expanded 
irrigation system at Washington State Veterans Cemetery at 
Medical Lake;

• $6.5 million for new forensic wards at 
Eastern State Hospital; and

• $1.4 million for predesign and design  
of the Pine Lodge Behavioral Reha-
bilitation Services, which will benefit 
foster youth.

HIRST FIX ENACTED INTO LAW
In 2017, Republican efforts to pass a compre-
hensive solution to a state Supreme Court 
case, known as Hirst, that prevented many 
rural property owners from building on their 
land fell short. After an interim full of negotia-
tions and proposals going back and forth, the 
Legislature was able to provide a permanent 
Hirst fix at the beginning of the 2018 session.

Under Senate Bill 6091, water usage is set to 
a minimum of 950 to 3,000 gallons per day, 
depending on the watershed, and existing 
wells are grandfathered in. It also invests  
$300 million over 15 years in projects that  
will improve instream flows.

We still have some concerns with the bill as it relates to the mitiga-
tion process, but the solution that was enacted provided nearly 
immediate and long-term relief to rural families who had been 
waiting for a solution for more than a year.
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EXPANDING HIGHER EDUCATION 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL-
TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
As the ranking Republican on the House Higher Education 
Committee, expanding higher education opportunities beyond 
the traditional four-year college model has been one of my main 
priorities. 

This session, the focus was on the overall costs for those stu-
dents seeking financial assistance to pursue a certificate or 
degree through a professional-technical program. My House 
Bill 1452 expands the current Washington State Opportunity 
Scholarship program to include low-income students obtaining 
certificates and degrees outside a typical four-year college pro-
gram. Expanding this scholarship to technical certificates builds 
upon the amazing public-private partnerships the program has.

These opportunity scholarships help students achieve their 
goals by fulfilling an unknown of how to pay for their education, 
especially when their needs aren’t structured around a four-
year degree. These credentialing programs create job pathways 
in professional sectors that are of great importance to our 
economy.

OTHER SESSION ACCOMPLISHMENTS
A bill dealing with legal financial obligations (LFO), House Bill 
1783, was signed into law this year. I have spent several years on 
this piece of legislation, and this year it crossed the finish line.

Our current system prevents offenders from being able to get 
their lives back on the right track. This bill prioritizes restitution 
and establishes a more rational standard for determining the 
ability to pay back LFOs. LFOs are one of the hardest barriers for 
people to overcome, and create a tragic, seemingly endless finan-
cial web. The bill rightfully prioritizes restitution and rededicates 
the victim penalty assessment to activities for which it was origi-
nally intended. This bill is all about giving people a fair chance to 
get back on their feet once they get out of prison.

Another victory I saw this session was in House Bill 2709. The Law 
Enforcement Officers’ and Firefighters’ Plan 2 Retirement (LEOFF 
2) Board has become the best state-funded retirement plan in the 
United States for over 14 years. The Board noticed that the execu-
tive director’s salary is not at a competitive rate. This bill simply 
authorizes the LEOFF2 Board to fix the salary of the executive 
director. 
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RECOGNIZING WASHINGTON’S 2018 TEACHER 
OF THE YEAR, MANDY MANNING
This year, I sponsored a resolution along with Rep. Jeff Holy recog-
nizing Washington’s 2018 Teacher of the Year, Mandy Manning.
Mandy has been teaching for nearly two decades, 10 of those 
being in Spokane Public Schools. She currently teaches at south 
Spokane’s Ferris High School’s Newcomer Center, which features 
a program to equip high-school-aged refugee and immigrant chil-
dren with the foundational English, basic reading, and English for 
math needed to transition to mainstream classrooms. It also helps 
students get acquainted with their communities and acclimated to 
their new homes. 
I had the privilege of visiting her classroom last year and was 
tremendously impressed with the impact Mandy has had on her 
students, both in the classroom and beyond. She is an asset to not 
only Spokane-area students, but to our entire state. In addition to 
teaching her students the skills to be successful in a mainstream 
classroom, she has also helped them build confidence and connect 
with their communities. The three former students she brought 
with her to Olympia this session – Jeff Louissant, Safa Mohammed 
and Asraa Ahmed – are a testament to her dedication, and the last-
ing impacts and positive influence Mandy has had in the lives of 
her students.
Thank you, Mandy, for your dedication to educating our youth 
and making the Newcomer Center a shining example for other 
programs throughout the state and nation. And congratulations on 
recently being named the 2018 National Teacher of the Year!

HELPING COUNTIES CONSERVE OPEN SPACES, 
HABITATS
Legislation I sponsored to help counties maintain open spaces, 
streams, habitats, and other lands received unanimous support 
in the Legislature and was signed into law. 
House Bill 1820 allows counties to use more of their existing 
property tax revenues to maintain lands purchased under a 
county’s conservation futures fund, which counties currently 
use to acquire and preserve lands for conservation and public 
recreation.
Prior to sponsoring this bill, I had heard from Spokane County 
officials that they need more flexibility with the existing funding 
mechanism to accommodate maintenance needs. We need to 
ensure counties can stay on top of community needs so families 
can remain safe while recreating on these lands, add walking 
trails and maps, and provide adequate protections for habitats.
 

REP. MIKE VOLZ
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CHANGES COMING TO SPOKANE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER ELECTIONS
This year, the governor signed bipartisan legislation sponsored 
by Spokane-area representatives into law that will change the 
way Spokane elects their county commissioners. Under the bill, 
counties with populations greater than 400,000 will need to 
switch to a district-based county commission structure begin-
ning in 2022, which means Spokane will have five commission-
ers instead of three.

We co-sponsored this bill for a number of reasons. 

First, with a recent lawsuit over Yakima’s election system and 
the state Voting Rights Act being signed into law, it was impera-
tive we take this proactive step. This bill will help Spokane 
sidestep potential legal challenges and will ensure more citizens 
feel represented at the county level.  

And if you look at the numbers, it makes sense. 

Spokane County is home to roughly 450,000 residents. With 
three commissioners, that’s a commissioner-to-citizen ratio of 
1-to-150,000. Pierce County, which has 700,000 residents, has 
a ratio closer to one commissioner for every 100,000 residents. 
By comparison, legislative districts, which have about 150,000 
residents and are represented by one senator and two represen-
tatives, have a ratio of roughly 1-to-50,000.

Representatives 
Jeff Holy
Mike Volz
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